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5 bs „ 2 OE. 2 Pp 
| — x and Pollns-Suhjcts, 3 
FP A Un dy nord t re at a 
8 Fn — Stand with Spain, and we of the mer- 
wiv | cantile Order having more Leiſure 
wy upon our Hands than we deſire, I 
„ 22 ehr I could not employ a lucid 
I. ee 1: Inerval. to greater publick Utility, 
or, IS 1 my private Satisfaction, than to at- 
| tempt, with all due Regard to the Judgment of 
„ © | my. Countrymen, to 22 ſome miſtaken Notions 


* | and Prejudices, which have of late too generally 
2 evailed in this Nation: I mean ſuch chiefly as 
— Relagzpn to ur Oye 3 and Naviga 
3 tion. 51 
1 VUnſpeskable Art and Induſtry 1 been uſed * 
be: Gentlemen, who have dub'd' themſelves Patri- 
ots. to irritate more particularly the trading Part wy 
this Kingdom againſt the King's Miniſters ; and 
this on Account of their honeſt and pe ht En- 
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with Spain, our Eaporis fell above e hundred | 


e ee 


Wars and Diſtractions. Hard Fate of Miniſters 5 


a 
all the great Potentates of 


leſs fo, that by our ReluQtance.and\Difinclindtion 


= from whatheretofore actually has. For in the 


1 ——— 
mioſt vigorous Protection by Sen, in Cuſe of Need, 


—_— - 8 - 


4 N ON 2 8 . * . ö 1 
e 
83— to maintain the Honea: had lde 

the Nation without engaging Britain in 


to be vilified and calumnĩated for having fo tender 
Regard to our commercial Intereſts!) For while 
Eurape have been wan 
_ tonly exhauſting their Blood and their Treaſure 3 

and this in foreign Countries where Millions of 
their Wealth have been amihilated, we - Britons © 
have been happily recovering our Strength, and 
augmenting dur Royal Navy to ſuch a Pirch, chat 


we may reaſonably hope will breal®rche Meaſures 


of France, when they unite with any Power to 


| pour eee us in Point of 


Navigation. 


That e et beet Sulfortrs by Spain i in the 
Trade to our American Colonies is certain; nor is it 


to quarrel with that Crown, v have gained more 


im two Years than we have loſt in twenty; if wh 


may be allowed to judge what would hade dme 


ear 1719, when we had an unhappy Difference 
thouſand Pound per Annum. That an Admini- 


ſtration ſnhould be traduced and bufferted for ſtrug⸗ 


gling hard to prevent ſuch national Calamity t 
2 our Trade, is fome 


5 nnn Inſenſibilitxßx. 


thing wbove che ordinary Pick 
That the beſt-Meafuresthave tlitherw brow] 


Pre. 
ena of our foreign Trade, as well as for its 


appears from the Addreſs of our Miniſters in draw: 
ing France and Holland into the Hanover-Mitance, 
While England was as likely then us no.] z come 
For by ſuck wile 

W e * 98 


"= 171 


| 23 wroure — great Advanta- 

would have gained by a Neutrality; 
Sith * — we uſtain% it, would 'nor have: 
been eaſily if ever retrievable again; the Cur- 


nenen d Trad. like thoſe-of Water, being hard 4 


to be diverted from their Courſe; + : 

Nor hase Britiſh Councils only prevented 4e! 
Notions from diverting” the Channels of Trade: 
from outs to their own Advantage, but ſo wiſely: 
have our Affairs been conducted, that we ourſelv 
have reap'd the deſirable Benefits of a a 
while France, Spain, and the Emperor were enga- 
ged in the moſt expenſive Wars. Hereby we not 


both by Land and Sea, but we gained ſuch com- 
mercial A by the Profits of the Corn 
Trade only, and our general and uninterru 
Commerce during that Time, that Engliſhmen, 


from eommon — inn n _ 


nod aafily tu forget. | 5 
Phe grrateſt Detriment tan — law 
* Years receiv*d; has been from ſeveral other Nations 
nom ſupplying themſe lves, which we uſed to fur 
niſh, particularly wich our Hollen Manufactures. 
Would our Hatriors, inſtead of oppoſing every 

Thing, Propoſe ſome of their Projects to prevent 
tis, they would deſerve the greateſt Reverence 
and Po ity from the Trading Part of the Na- 
tion. iz would be highly indebted to them, 
could — prevent the Genius of a Colbert an 
more than that of a Mazgrine or a Richlien, 
The Spirit for Trade that prevails thro? Chriſtens 
aun has doubtieſs had no-littleInfluence on the 
moderate Oauncils of Great Britain, leſt upon be- 
ing guarrelſome and piquing ourſelves upon our 
fuperior Strength, we ſhould put more Nations 
3 * that 2 Trade, which they 
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choſe Powers from: | 


ns avoided/'the Miſeries of a conſuming War 
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end able to do by the Sword. Before-the Trea® 
ty with Portugal, made by Sir Paul 'Methueny we 
_ know, that from 1684 to 1703, chat — 
ſupplied itſelf, , and the Brazil by their on Fa- 
bricks of Moollen Gouds : and the Materiak of thein 
Woollen Cloths were their own and Spamſb Wool, 
and no other; ſo that We ſhould: not forget that 
other Nations have Mooll as well as Great Britain 
and Ireland; and tis but; cheating ourſelves, to 
fancy that all the Materials for woolen: Cloths are 
of our on Growth; for Portugal, as well as 
Take has gs: GAG Wool as ever grew i in Ex. 

NM. iin oh 

*Tis a mula At Miſtake t to abink exe it is not in 
dhe Power of other Nations to ſet up ˙ n Ma. 


nufaltures, and carry them on ſucceſsfully. without 


the Aſſiſtance of Engliſb Hooll, The Gentlemen 
vho were happily inſtrumental in defeating the 
French Bill of Commerce, ſet this Matter in a ſa- 
tis factory Light before the Kingdom. They 
appealed to al Gentlemen both within and without 
Doors, who had travelled into other Countries, 
whether they did not eat Mutton abroad, as much 
and as good as they do in England, and whether 
their Sheep there do not wear Fleetes and not Dogs 


Hair, as was ſaid by thoſe who then run away with 


the like vulgar Error. They appeaPd to the 
Teſtimony of our: woollen Manufacturers them- 
ſelves; who every, Day give a much greater Price 
2 Spaniſh Wooll than the very beſt that grows in 
KT They appeal'd to the Teſtimony of the 
famous Monſieur. De Wit, for. the vaſt Value bf 
woollen Yarn that was: annually. ſpun in Picardy, 
| a ſingle Province in Fraue, and ſold to the Hol. 
lauders.— They ſhew'd the Commencement, 
- Progreſs, and — of the woollen Manufacture 
in Portugal with her own Wooll, before it Was 
' . . knoek'd on the Head by Sir Paul Methuen? s Trea- 
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ty wich that lb e MIR Vt 55 
80 ous French Edits againſt the E Mos of Wooll; 


and for the — 88900 the woollen Manu- 
- fature—— They produc'd the Teſtimony of the 
famous Mr. Mun,” printed and licens d 57 a Secre- 
tary of State in the Reign of King Charles II. "That 


- " ather Nations neither want Art nor "Materials for 


bit Performance. After all theſe Evidences, 
and without the leaſt Anſwer given to any one of 
| them) for: my Countrymen ſill to be deceived, is 
ry extraordinary, with this prevailing Error, 
lations want the neceſſary Ma- 

. terials for che woollen Manufacture; that t 
. +: want the Wooll itſelf; and let us but effectually 
. ſecure and keep our Wooll at Home, all other 
Nations muſt buy from us; ou Artiſts may be 
* drawn away: But if they cannot carry our 
„ Wooll along with them, we are in no Danger of 


e loſing our woollem Manufactures.“ —— Who- | 
ever would fee" thoſe miſtaken Notions fully and 


- farisfactorily” refuted, I refer them to the 'Bririſh 
Merchant, ſet on foot and conducted by the joint 
Abilities of ſeveral of the*moſt eminent Mer- 
chants of London at that time i by Sir Charles Cooke, 
Sir Thesdore Fanſſen, James Milner, Eſq; Mr. 
Na tbaniel Tvriano, Mr. Joſbua Gee, Mr. Cbriſto- 
A Haynes, Mr. David Martin, and Henry Mar- 


iin, Eſq; 1. late e General 5 the Exports 
and Imports.” 4 


Whatever Opinion Exelibned wy entertain = 


_ Nations, yet when they Are drove to it 


unſucceſsful Wars, they will at length ſet up Ma- 
nufactures of their own; and from the Cheapneſs 


of Labour arifing from their greater Poverty, 
9 will still be in a greater Capacity to injure 
our Trade Perhaps our ſucceſsful Wars with 
France might ſpirit them up to mimick the 
b Policy, and ince turn themſelves ſo much 
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Py 
th Arts, Manufacture and. AU EY | 
d the like Succeſs: with other Nations put 3 2 85 925 
0. upon following the Example of France ot Bt 
+ ſuffering. other Nations to'be-embroiyd in 
while we have kept out of them, has nor 
given us the deſirable Advantages of a Ne 75 fs . 
has prevented other Nations from 1 * 
their Politicks more. to Trade to imme 
Necringent of the Britiſh Commerce LS 
oj Wi great Niminution of our Speciez occafiondlh;—- 
by the immenſe Expence of — © Bs 
and 5 by Anne's: Wars, ſhews"foodh paſt Exper” 24 5 
enge, that, . Goverhmerit is 'beſh» "acquainted: N 0 13 A0 
the Trading Intereſts of this Nation, eſpecially wt 
: this Time of Day, which has hitherto ay ag La ©. 2 
Preference to peaceful Councils. Had we 1 5 WF 
unable to have fapply'd this Loſs by the wiſe llas-/ 4 
agement of Publick Credit, our Trade muſt HA§ x fo” 
1 deplorably affected for want: of . EY ;» ö We 
| Specieto have circulated it in the Manner WW. 
been able to do: Contrary! Meaſures" o - * £ 1 
which have been purſued by out Court, mu 
tainly have ſtill moẽè and mort drain d us aut OY n 
Caſb, inſtead of augmented it, as\Brati Councils 
have done; So great likewiſe would have den 5 
the Preſſure of dur national Incunibrancesz” that 5 . 
we, ſhould have had little Trade left n > 
5 valeſs chat of Maney d. Men and Uſuretis y" 5 1 
trafficking with Stocks and Funds, d 3 = 
vn great-Intereſt- and Premiums mighe hive” 
8 1 eee I 
an ir are already; neren mar 
che Circulation of our Commerce — he Tee 5 
ding Part of the Kingdom muſt have bee — * 
| portionably diminiſhꝭd, but fo far inurl, pp, 
I. 2 — in Conſequerite therebf 2 E 
Fer the Paper Effects and artificiab Meng e. 
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+ Wie "OY r 
Pra chat actual Money has floating in 
* the Price of our Comminodities Will 
5 ni Proportion to ſuch an Rügment 
2 eeirculation which muſt be. ſo N 
rage, as it ſtill were and 


Mare en 
75 ant us. 
ene Creation of Debts and Taxes, and | 


dea dur Manufactures abroad N than 


SF # ers fof foreign Goods upon us at homes ſuch 
4 3 woddities always yielding the beſt Price, where 


ere is.the greateſt Quantity of circulating Pro- 

* * ho Hur paſt Meaſures therefore have been 
3 Ret) Way whereby to prevent our 

6: ding not only drain'd of our real Caſh, but quite 

195 Hard with Paper Effefts, and over. run W 9 
Were Stockjobbers and Money-mongers. _ 

*As "tis Ne Happineſs of xhis Nation, FW: the 


| . : Seppert of the Crown ariſes from Revendes raiſcd 
2 _s pon Trade, it Will always be the Intereſt of the 


- he State of the Revenue therefore from Time 
Pine, we may in a great meaſure Judge of the 
- Dime or Preſperity of our Trade. In Conſe- 
gueneg of this Principle it has been well obſerv*d, 
$5". 5 of my Fellow-T raders, who I was glad to 
5 _ ee diſting RY himſelf in Favour of publick 
1 when the Nation was cauſelefly heated 


| ES nch inflam' d: It was obſerv'd by that C + 


iy, that as c . Wars muſt naturally fink 
_the National Revenue; and if to ſo great a De- 
ree, as-to che toral *Annikilerion a the Sni 
2 it ſeems our Patriots themſelves have 'ac- 


wad 


eee 3 ſo in conſequence. os! ſuch a . 
1 * + feel 
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they would otherwiſe go ſo it enhances the Mar- 


Dorn to ſupport That which ſupports itſelf., * a 


te 


tion of che Revenue, every Claſs of Traders muſt 


certainly be, Sufferers in proportion, from the 


Merchant to the loweſt Retailen in thoſe Commo- 
pow from whence. fo conſiderable a Part' of the 
evenue ariſes... Was this Loſs, to Traders in ge- 


neral, .comprehending every Claſs. thereof to the 
Conſumer, eſtimated, as he further ſays,” at no 
er Annuity than the Loſs our Patriots allow the 

evenue by Wars will ſuſtain ; which indeed no 
one, who well conſiders the matter,. will believe 
the-numerous Body of Traders, through whoſe 
Hands ſuch a Capital muſt circulate, in cqnſe- 
quence of ſuch a Riſe in the Revenue as x,200,000 


per Annum, can ſupport themſelves in the manner 


they do, were not their Gains far more conſider- 
| ab: However, had this only been the Caſe, the 
Tas to the Trading Part of the Nation, conſider- 
the diſtracted State of Europe during the 
* of the preſent Adminiſtration, may very 
juſtly be preſum' d no way inconſiderable ; if we 


may be allowed to judge of the Duration of future 
Wars by that of the laſt England was engaged in. 


Nay, were we engaged in a War for no longer 


Time than half the Period of Queen Anne's, which | 


will hardly be looked upon by any one as an ex- 


travagant Imagination, when once the Sword is 


drawn; the Loſs to the Tung! art of the Na- 
tion, conſiſtent with the very Sentiments of our 


Patriots themſelves, will amount to little leſs os 


Six Millions and an half of Money.. 

| Beſides, had the Sinking Fund been totally an- 
nihilated by War, there muſt have been a conſi- 
derable annual Addition made to the National Re- 
venue for the current Service to ſupport that War; 
and the Trading as well as Landed Intereſts muſt 
have born their Proportion, as the ſame Gentle. 
man juſtly obſerves. For what would avail Four 
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"Shillings in the Pound on Land, and the Mall. Tax, 

which produce. no more than 2,750,000 for the / 
current Service to maintain a vigorous War? 
Upon the Annihilation of the Sinting Fund, Du- 
ties on Trade muſt not only be greatly anticipated, 
but ſuch new. Taxes impoſed, which, be they laid 


how they will, muſt ſo ultimately terminate on 


Trade, as will be no inconſiderable additional 
N l upon our whole Commerce. For Land, 
Trade and Manufaftures have been juſtly ſaid to be 
the three Feet upon which the Nation ſtands; and 
what Zand is not able to ſupport, Trade and Ma- 
nufatures in Tome Shape muſt. If we may be al- 
lowed to judge what would be the annual Expence 
of a future War againſt France and Spain, (as if 
we engage with the latter, we have little Reaſon 
to believe the other will not come into it) from 
what was the Expence of the laſt, we ſhall find 
that 2, 750, ooo Pounds bears no great Proportion 
to 4,85 1,37% Pounds, which was the annual Ex- 
ce at an Average during Queen Anne's War: 


And if Trade will undergo ſo great a Declenſion 


by War, as to occaſion the Loſs of the Sinking 


Fund thereby, as our Patriots, it muſt not be for- 
got, have unwarily acknowledg'd it may, not- 
withſtanding their Pretences to be angry that we 


have ſo long kept out of one: If Trade, I fay, 
under theſe Diſadvantages, is to be loaded with ; 


the, Deficiency neceſſary to carry on a vigorous 


War, it muſt amount to ſuch a round Number 
of Millions as I dread to mention, provided 
both the Duration and annual Expence of future 
Wars are to be judg*d of by thoſe of the laſt. 
And as the Value of Money is leſs among our 
Neighbour-Nations fince the late Wars, and their 
Revenues in Lime of Peace far more conſiderable 
than they uſed to be, ſo certainly will their Re- 
W C Venues 
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venues in Time of War, We very much deceive * 
' 6urſelves therefore perhaps, if we imagine our 
Revenues in future Wars can be leſs than in paſt, 
while our Neighbour's are likely to be greater 
than'in the laſt. OY | n TO 
We will ſuppoſe, however, to put this Matter 
in the moſt eaſy and moderate Light, that we 
were able to carry on War with 4,000,000 per 
| Annum only for the current Service; yet, ſhould 
. our Sinking Fund vaniſh thereupon, we have then 
| - 2,250,000 ſomehow to be rais'd to ſupport it: __ 
And if this annual Expence ſhould fall upon Trade 
and Manufactures, by the Anticipation of old ; 
Duties and the Impoſition of c, and a War a 
ſhould laſt no longer than half the Time of 2ueen | 
Anne's, it will amount to above Six Millions and a 
half of Money more. So that what with the 
Loſſes of Traders in general, ſuppoſed to be oc- 
caſion'd by the Loſs of the Sinking Fund, together 
with the additional Burthen that muſt in ſome 
manner have been raisꝰd upon the Trading Intereſts, 
the Total amounts to no leſs than Thirteen Millions. 
If to this we add likewiſe the additional Bur- 
then upon Land for the like Period, we ſhall find 
1 that it could not be leſs than 800,000. per Annum 
at a Medium more than what has been rais'd 
1 thereon during the Power of our preſent Admi- 
| niſtration, which muſt create a further national 
[| Expence of above Four Millions three hundred 
(| * Trhouſand Pounds more; which added to the fore- 
| going Sum of 'Thirteen Millions, makes above 
= Seventeen Millions three hundred thouſand Pounds. 
j And if ſo many Millions had been drain'd out of 
1 the Bowels of the Landed Intereſt, will not this 
. be taking away ſo much of the ſpending Money 
1 of the Nation, and thereby likewiſe proportiona- 
dy affect the whole Trading Intereſt in general? 
EY 1 6 From 
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From the Prevention hitherto of thoſe Zvils to 
the Trading and Landed Intereſts, we may be able 


to paſs a pretty juſt Judgment upon the Conduct 


of paſs Meaſures ; and determine whether they 
have not been calculated for the common Intereſts 


of the Trading Part of this Kingdom. But great 


Pains have been taken to perſuade my Country- 


men, that Evils prevented go for no Evils, and 
their Prevention for no Merit, becauſe they were 


not viſibly perceived Dy our Eyes, nor ſenſibly 


felt by our Nerves, before we found them at a 


Diſtance from us. If my Countrymer wilfully ſnut 
their Eyes againſt all Conviction, they may deny 
this paſt Freedom from ſuch Evils to be the Effect 
of the Meaſures taken; and to perſiſt in it, that 


no ſuch Evils to Trade would have happened, or 


could have been juſtly feared: And in this man- 
ner they may talk for ever againſt all poſſible 
Light; and ſuch who do ſo, rather deſerve to be 


laugh'd at than reaſon'd with. 


* - 


However, Experience, I am afraid, will ſoon 
convince us, that theſe great Savings both to the 
Landed and Trading Intereſts are not groundleſs, 


but founded in ſuch Conſequences as we mult na- 
turally expect from engaging in a vigorous 


War. | 
As paſt Meaſures then have ſurprizingly preſer- 


; ved publick Credit, naturally reduced the Intereſt 


of Money, and thrown more People into Trade, 
whereby our Tonnage in Shipping has very con- 
ſiderably augmented : As ſo many Millions have 


been ſaved to the Trading and Landed Intereſts, 


our Debts notwithſtanding diminiſh'd fince the 


preſent Miniſtry took place, and yet our Royal 


Navy rear'd to a Height the World never before 
knew: As aur Meaſures have given inſtead of de- 


priv' us of the great Benefits of a Neutrality in 


e 2; 
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Trade, hinder'd the Increaſe of Paper- Circulation, 
and thereby not only prevented a Riſe in the Price 
of our native Commodities to others, but alſo in 
the Price of foreign ones to ourſelves : As theſe are 
the viſible and apparent Effects of the Councils of 
Great Britain, Gentlemen muſt certainly with a 


very ill Grace put the Injuries ſuſtained by our 
American Traders, in Balance againſt all theſe na- 


tional Advantages. Nay, it does not appear that 
there was 1 Intention in the Crown of Great 


Britain to ſuffer any of its Trading Subjects to be 
injur'd ; Satisfaion for paſt, and Security from 


future Injuries being reſolutely inſiſted on. Of this 


we have the ſtrongeſt Conviction from his Caiboliat 


Majeſty himſelf, who in his Manifeſto aſſures us, 


that the Crown of England has made no mean Con- 


deſcentions to that of Spain, however the latter 
might expect it, from that domeſtick Strife and 
Confuſion raiſed with no other View but to oblige 
us to it. | e 
I cannot but think therefore that all thoſe Ag- 
gravation of the Behaviour of the Court of Spam 
towards us, as diſplayed at large in the Addres,* 


- 


are only a Condemnation of the Conduct of our 


Patriots, who aſſuredly occaſioned Spain to attempt 


to make better Terms for herſelf than ever the 


Crewn of England intended to comply with; and 


ſure it was no Diſhonour in Great Britain to reject. 


with Contempt their unreaſonable Propoſitions. 


But I am afraid it will prove to the eternal Igno- 


miny of our Patriots who inſtigated Spain to pur- 
ſue thoſe very Meaſures, which are likely to oc- 
caſion an open Rupture between the two Crowns; 
and who made Don Geraldino weakly. believe, that 


Spain might have any Terms with England, our 
» MAMiniſiers not daring to go to War by Reaſon of 


2 ® Pag. $, 9, 10, ” 
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the Strength of their Enemies at Home. But Spain | 
find themſelves very much miſled and difappoint- 
ed in their too great Reliance on the Power of this 
- moſt extraordinary Oppoſition, who are certainly 
intitled to the Honour of having kindled a War 
between us and Spain at laſt; and juſtified the Ad- 
miniſtration from their paſt Conduct, ſhould they 
ever ſo vigorouſly engage in it, be the Event what 
it will, or its Duration ever ſo long. Why there- 
forenced the Miniſtry be intimidated from engaging 
in a War? „ DOI Gentlemen , that they 
ſhould be ſo many Vears labouring to do Honour 
to, and more firmly eſtabliſh that Adminiſtrati- 


7 they have ever intended to blacken and de- 
ro 

| "Bur why have we forborn ſo long with Spain? 
Why have we not exerted our Strength ſooner, 
and went to War with them ten Tears ago, as our 
Patriots i in their Addreſs adviſe? The Anſwer 
to this is obvious, We wiſely let Spain by their 
wilde and extravagant Politicks ſufficiently reduce 
and-impoveriſh themſelves, while we, by our 
-cifick Forbearance, reap'd all the Benefits W | 
repreſented, *Tis true, they have put us to ſome 
canſiderable occaſional Expences; but from the 
Management of our Miniſters, our very Ex 

ces have only tended to beggar Spain, and — 
en Great Britain in general. 

We are told by our Patriots indeed, that during 
the laſt twelve Years we have ſpent near Twenty 
Eight Millions of Money. And had theſe Gentle- 
men been honeſt and impartial enough, they would 
jet their Countrymen have known, that during the 
7 en Nears War of Dow Anne we f. one A Eight 
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Millions five hundred and thirteen thouſand ſeven Bun- 
dred and ſeventy three Pounds. But this no more 


| ſuited the Purpoſe of theſe upright Gentlemen, than 
to let the Nation know how many of theſe Forty 


Ewht Millions were unavoidably ſpent out of the 
Nation, and how many Millions of the Twenty 


Eight they mention, have been ſpent within it, by 
hitherto avoiding a War. Had they made a Cal- 


culate of this, the People of England would have 
been able to have judged of the Merit of the Ad- 
miniſtration, who have ſo long kept them out of 
a War; as likewiſe of the Deſert of thoſe who have 


been reſtleſs to plung them into one, and this only 


from the groundleſs H opeof chereby getting their 
Places. | 
Had they inform'd you, that during the Ten 


' Years War of Queen Arne we ſpent near Twenty 


four Millions entirely out of the Kingdom, in Sub- 
fidies to Foreign Princes, and to maintain Troops 
in Hay, Spain, Portugal, and Flanders: Had 


theſe Gentlemen told you likewiſe, that out of the 
Twenty eight Millions we have ſpent theſe twelve 
Years, that above ſeven Eights of the fame have 
been ſpent in Great Britain, in railing her royal 
Navy to that glorious. Height it now appears: 


Had our Wortbhies propagated theſe plain Truths, 


and ſhew'd that what we had ſpent in Hefran 


Troops, and in occaſional Grants to a few fubſi dia- 


) Princes to prevent a War, bears no manner of 


Proportion to what we ſpent in the ſame Manner 


in the laſt War; and what we may have the like 
Occaſion to expend in a freſh one: Had theſe 
things, I ſay, been ingenuouſly laid before you, 


it would have been little to the Reputation of that 


| Cauſe our Patriots have eſpouſed. But ſuppoling 


we ſhould not have Occaſion to ſpend ſo many 
Millions out of the Kingoom | in Tycyre Wars, as we 


2 have 


4 


. 8 


have done in 4 — to whom are we indebted for 
this extraordinary National Bleſſing? Is it not en- 


tirely owing to that Adminiſtration, which has ſo 
greatly ſtrengthen'd our Hands by tha Splendor and 


* 


Terror of our Fleets, and ſo little 4 our Pur- 
ſes by ſquandering ourT reaſure in foreign Nations? 


M 


When theſe Gentlemen are exaggerating the 
agnitude of our National Revenue, they ſhould, 
were they honeſt enough, let their Countrymen 
know, that as nothing is either great or ſmall, 
but in Compariſon with ſomething elſe; ſo Ten- 


15. eigbt Millions in twelve Years, as large a Sum as 


it may ſound, is far inferior to upwards of Forty 
Millions, which, I am well inform*d, has been 


rais*d in Old Spain during the ſame Period of 


Time, the Power that has given Occaſion to our 
Expences. And if , we, conſider the large Ex- 
pences of his Imperial Majeſty, when he unhappi- 
ly united with Spain to injure the Brit Com- 
merce and Navigation, and the extraordinary Ex- 


pences the Empire, Spain and France have been at 


ſince the Concluſion of the Treaty of Vienna in 
1731, the Expence of Great Britain for twelve 
Years, conſidering the Part She is always pre- 


ſum' d to act in the Affairs of Europe for the Sup- | 
port of her Honour and Intereſt, muſt be thought 


very inconſiderable, when compared with the 


profuſe and extravagant Expences of our Neigh- 
FR ations ; and this too out of their own Ter- 
ritories to the een Impoveriſhment of their 
Kingdoms. 


With reſpect to Spain, it is apparent that we 


have grown richer and more powerful, as ſhe has 


1 poorer and weaker by giving them their 
paniſb- Carter. This appears from the preſent 


reat Declenſion of their Revenues, the Arrear- 


* of their Navy and Ar. the Reduction X 
che 


@. 
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d to the late Duke of Tuſcany, may poſſib 


Ta 


the Royal Expence itſelf, as likewiſe the arbitrary 


Reduction olle che Intereſt of their publick Debts, 


which has ruin'd Numbers of their Trading Sub- 8 . 


Jes. Iitesenot this, the well known State © 


Old Spain, and the indifferent Condition of their 
Navy, compared with that of Britain, indicate, 4 


that Spaniſo Politicks have not kept Pace with thoſę 
of E — and that Spain, at this Time of Day, 


has * with Great Britain at no little DE. : 


advantage? And if the ill Politicks of that Court 
occaſion a Stagnation of the Britiſo Commerce in 
Spain, does it not immediately affect themſelves, 
and this in ſuch a Proportion as our Exports thither 
increaſe their Finances, and our Imports from 
thence prevent the Beggary and Miſery of the tra- 


ding Part of their People? When they hurt us in 
our Trade therefore, do they not neceſlarily in- 


jure themſelves likewiſe; and this in a greater De- 
gree than they would do with any other Nation, 
none taking ſo much of their Produce as Znyland 
does? Is ſetting up a Neopolitan Prince ample 3 
penſation to Spain for the immenſe Expence th 
have been at to bring it about; an Exp Mew hi 


has drain'd them of their Treaſure, FE reduc*d | 
their trading Subjects to a very deplorable Condi- 


tion? Bur is that Prince ſeeure on the Throne, if _ 


Spain does not maintain”a good "Underſtanding + 
with Great Britahy They may ſobn experience 


that that Power which made Don Carlos Succeſſor 
unmake 
him King of Naples and Min, and reinſtate ſome - . 
other Potentate. | 
As Spain have injur'd themſelves by eit Poli. * 
ticks with England, ſo France does not appear tg 
have ſo greatly better*d their own Kingdom bY ®z 


their refined Projects, as ſome of my Countrymen .. * 
by have * to depreciate the Abilities of our; q * 


owIr.. 


1 17 71 8 
5 own Miniſters are very fond of i imagining. .. The 
great Expence of the late War to France. in Fa- 
vour of Staniſlaus, does not ſeem to be ſuch an ex- 
tos erf Fetch in the old: Cardinals Sy ſbem; 
| , The many Millions ſpent in Poland; k, on 
4 the Rhine, and in ITtah; and this only.ir- urchaſe 
atlaſt of the beggarly Territory of Lorain, whoſe 
annual Revenue does not amount to above 140,000 
Pounds per an. and which too France were to all uſe- 
ful Purpoſes as equally Maſters of before, as they will 
be after the Death of Staniſſaus. Theſe extraordinary 
Expences of the Crown of Fance, which I have ſeen 
pretty accurately calculated at above Sixteen Mil- 
lions Sterling, ſpent out of the Dominions g&-Marce, 
and at the Loſs of many of their braveſt Generals, 
as well as of ſome Thouſands of their Subjects, 
has not put the Kingdom into ſuch an extraordi- 
nary State to eſpouſe the Cauſe of Spain againſt 
the Power of Great Britain, and the Alliances we 
are likely to bring about, ſhould that be the Caſe. | 
France too has laviſhly ſquander'd away her | 
Millions, which a Miniſter there can do without „ 
Account, in bribing ſuch Powers, who ſeem to 7 
have no other Intention than to take their Money, 
and procure ſome Advantage in Point of Com- 
merce. But ſhould 5 Potentates find France 
graſping at ſuch Power as muſt in the End ſwal- 
low them up, their own Security will influence 
them time enough to deſert an Ally whoſe Power 
they have only made ſubſervient to their own 
Purpoſes. So that the old Cardinal may at length 
| become the Dupe of all Europe, for playing the 
„Fool ſo extravagantly with French Gold. The 
. Court of Great Britain, though it has laboured 
under no little Difficulties, from the too great 
4 * Prevalence of a domeſtick Oppoſition, has yet 
* 2 herſelf a Match for France in every Re- 
| 3 e * 
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fpe& : And would Engliſhmen be wiſe enough to 
diſcountenance thoſe who would divide us at 


Home, to prevent the Succeſs of our Councils a- 


Traders, and Security for the future, is what the 


Crown of England has vigorouſly infiſted on. And 


r 


broad, axe have little Reaſon to diſtruſt the Suc- 22 
cels of our future Meaſures. 


Sati faction for paſt Injuries to our American . 


* 


if Spain have refus d to comply with the Stipula- 


tions they had ſolemaly ratify d, we cannot believe 


it to proceed from any other Cauſe, than the feed- 
ing themſelves with the idle Hope, that the Bri- 


15 Wan bn N y durſt not engage the Nation in a 
Reaſon of our unhappy Diviſions at 


Kone 82 could the Oppoſition poſſibly have 


kept alive the Spirit of Diſcontent among us, had 


not their Conduct ſpirited up Spain to a Non- | 


Compliance with their Engagements. For let us 


ſuppoſe the Convention comply'd with, and a ſo- 


lemn further Treaty of Chintdfes enter'd into, 


herein our Right to navigate in the American 


Seas was explicity preſerved, "as it a ppears under 
the King of Spain's own Hand, the Crown of 


Great e has reſolutely inſiſted on, could the 


Oppoſition have had any longer Chance to keep 
their Heads above Water? Nothing therefore 


could be further from their Deſire, than that Sa 


tisfattion and Security, the Miniſtry were likely to 


obtain without a War? *Twas their Buſineſs 
therefore to damn the Preliminary Treaty, which 8 


bid fair for both. 


That our Patriots were never ſincere in deſiring 
SatisfaZtion and Security to our American Traders is 
certain. For tho' they would have it thought ſo, 
for the Sake of effectuating the Deſtruction of 
our Adminiſtration, and have all of a ſudden turn- 
ed ſtrenuous e for the South Sea Compa- 
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15; yet can we ever forget how, on other Occaſi: 
ons, they have attempted ſhamefully to blacken 

and reproach that very Company on account of 
their Trade to America? 

Does not every body remitinber what Pring 
theſe Gentlemen formerly took to hallooe the Spa- 
mards upon the South-Sea Company? Did they not 
attempt to ſhew the large Quantities of Goods, 
which were ſhipp'd off for the Meſt- Indies undet 
borrow'd Names, and re-exported: in the South 
Sea Company's Veſſels, as well as what was ſent 
in their annual Sbips on private Accounts? Did 


they not alarm us, that ſuch Practices were not 


only prejudicial to the Company's Trade, but of 
very great Injury to Spain, ſuch clandeſtine Pra- 
ice being contrary. to the expreſs Tenor of the 
Forty: ſecond Article of the Aſſento Contract? Were 
they not the firſt who alarm'd Spain, that ſuch un- 
_ warrantable Practices were a Violation of the 
Contra, and not only injurious to the Company's 
Affairs, but deſtructive of the general Good of 
Trade ; fince the fair Spaniſh Merchant could not 
poſſibly carry on his Commerce to any Advantage, | 
while others ſtocked the Markets in America with 
Goods, that neither paid Freight, Mages, Ce. 
which were born by the Company, and therefore 
ſuch could underſel! them conſiderably, and en- 
groſs the Trade to themſelves? However ſanguin 
therefore theſe Gentlemen pretend now to- be, in 
pleading the Cauſe of the South - Sea Company 


only to anſwer their Purpoſes of Diviſion and 


Confuſion 3 yet have they not at other times 
told us, that the Difficulties and Delays which the 
© South-Sea Company have met with in obtaining from 
* the Court of Spain their Scedulas for their annual 
Rh have been owing to ſuch like Practices? In 
| o ty” $2 mw 
2 * Aire to ibe Elegors, p. 10, 11, n F 


120 J 
ſhort, theſe Gentlemen have repreſented this Trade 
to have been the only Cauſe of all our Miſunder- 
ſtandings of late Years with the Court of Spain. 
If then there is any Truth in what theſe Gentlemen - - 
pretend to have formerly diſcover'd, how can 
they now barefacedly preſume to eſpouſe the Cauſe 
of the Company againſt Spain, when heretofore . n 
they juſtified that of Spain againſt the Company? 
With what Conſiſtency can our Patriots exagge- 
rate the ill Treatment of Spain to the South-Sea 
Company, when they have heretofore endeavour'd 
to ſhew that they juſtly deſerv'd it? Will the Eyes 
of my Countrymen never be open to think of theſe 

Gentlemen as they really deſerve ? Will Engliſhmen 
everlaſtingly be the Dupes and Make-games of thoſe, 
who appear. to have no. other Regard to their 
Commerce and Navigation, than as it ſhall tend 
to work the Deſtruction of the preſent Miniſtry, 
and put them in their Places? 

But ſuppoſing the South-Sea Company have been 
no better treated by the Crown of Spain than our 
private American Traders, as there is great Reaſon 
to believe, our Patriots ſure are 'the laſt Men in 
the Kingdom, who, without the groſſeſt Self- con- 
demnation, can preſume ro eſpouſe the Cauſe of 
the Company at all, much leſs to give themſelves. 
the iniquitous Air of a Parliamentary Seceſſion in 
Juſtification of a Company they had before fo 
egregiouſly ſtigmatiz*d and reproach*d ; and this 

upon account of thoſe very Practices for which 
the Court of Spain pretend to juſtify their Conduct 
towards them.“ Either they muſt abſolutely re- 
nounce what they writ againſt that Company a few 

Years ago; or it is impoſſible they ſhould ever be 
able to juſtify their Conduct ſin gde. 
As our Patriots then appear to be the original 
Authors of all the Ravages committed by the 
® See Manifeftos ran Spaniards 


* 


* 


1 
Spaniarls in America, by their turbulent Clam 
which reach'd the Court of Spain, about the 


Smuggling and Interloping Trade, they ſuggeſted 


to be carry d on in America; ſo theſe extraordina- 
ry Friends to Great Brita have certainly been 
the only Men in the Kingdom, who have endea- 
vour'd to prevent our having Satigfaction and So- 
curity, but by Force of Arms. For when both 
were upon the Brink of being obtained, what 
could their Seceſſion mean, but abſolutely to defeat 
them, by raiſing ſuch Diſcontent and Infatuation 
at home, as mult neceſſarily damp the Weight and 
Influence of our Councils at Spain? And tho? too 
many of my Countrymen were unhappily made to 
believe, by mere Art and Declamation, that the 
Convention was not good enough” for them; yet 
Spain,” we find, ſince thinks | 100 good for us. 

| Why otherwiſe ſhould they be-tempted to violate 
it, if it was ſo much to their nnn. and 0 
little to ours? 

Without entering minutely into every Article of 
this preliminary Treaty to prevent a War, this is 
certain and indiſ b! that ſuch future Security 
for our American Navigation was obtain'd, as pre- 


exiſtent Treaties entitled us to; thoſe Treaties being 


the Baſis and Foundation of a future definitive Trea- 
zy of Commerce with Spain: And if ſubſiſting 
Treaties are ſelf-ſufficient and ſatisfactory u 
that Head, as our Patriots have elaborately at- 
tempted to ſhew they are, then the Convention did 
abſolutely procure that Securiiy; and a 

Treaty was only requiſite to render that Right evi- 
dent and explicit, which the Court of Spam might 


think uncertain and ambiguous. And leſt Spain 


ſhould imagine that England underſtood thoſe 
Treaties in ſuch a Manner, as excluded us from 
the Right of a free and uninterrupted Navigation 
We I a in 
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rating with choſe of our Patriots to defeat the 
. | N egotiations 


. 22 1 
W al * American Seas, our P 
e had ex 


lenipotenliaries at 
reſs and poſitive Orders to ſignify 


to the Court of Spain, as nd by his Catbolicł 


Majeſty's Manifeſto; that the juſt and natural Senſe 


BL NT ack that Britiſb Ships were thereby 


not on any Account liable to be ſearch'd upon the 
high Seas in America: As this is the Conſtruction 
Great Britain has put upon Treaties ; and as the Con- 
vention is founded on thoſeTreaties,can any Man ſay, 
without a Violence upon his Underſtanding, that 
it was not the Intention of the Crown of England 
to ſecure the Navigation of its American Traders 
by that Convention ? That this was the Caſe, we 
have the Teſtimony of the King of Spain himſelf, | 
who has declar'd that our Plenipotentiaries made 
frequent Inſtances, and thoſe in the ſtrongeſt 
Terms, that this was the great and capital Point 
the Ang their Maſter peremptorily inſiſted upon, 
as being, conſiſtent with Treaties, and the Laws of 
Nations. | 
| Had therefore the Negotiations of our Mi niſters 
abroad been back*d with the Weight and Efficacy 
of Unanimity and Concord at home, there can be 
little Reaſon to believe, but this deſirable Point 
would: have been fully and explicitly obtain'd by 
a new. Treaty of Commerce, where our Right to 
a free Navigation in America would have been 
maintain'd, liable to no Cavil, Equiyocation or 


| Ambi guity. 


France foreſeeing the l Effects of thoſe 


| cool and moderate Councils we had purſued; and 


how greatly they muſt neceſſarily tend to the In- 
— of the Britiſſ Commerce, ſtepp'd in between 


England and Spain, to prevent that laſting Friend- 
ſhiĩp and good Underftanding likely to be cement 


ed RE them. French Meaſures thus co-ope- 


| | 401 ridiculous Notion, Which has been artfully 


1231 


| Neg -otiations of Britain; and this from that ſilly 


propagated boch at home and abroad, ** That as 
& the EngliſÞ Miniſtry muſt be deſtroy 1 the 
« War, from the great Stren gth of their Ene. 
& mies at home, they would Filer come into 
<« any Meaſures with Spain than dare to draw —1 
& Sword.” From this idle and groundleſs No- 
tion, I ſay, and our domeſtick Feuds and A | 
ſities, we are at length oblig*dito obtain That by 
Arms, which we might certainly have done 
without them, had not the worſt of Arts been 
practis'd at home, to leſſen our Weight and Dig. 
- nity in foreign Nations. Let Engliſhmen judge 
therefore, how far we are indebted to thoſe ſuper- 
lative Friends to their Country, for uniting France 


and Spain againſt. the Eſtabliſhment, 2 Ras and N. | 
vigation of England. 


Yet theſe Gentlemen boaſt of the erty | 
Services they have done their Country by the 
Pains “, they ſay, they have taken to make 
«themſelves Maſters, and their Care to explain 
<< the moſt abſtruſe and important Points, (ſuch as 
<< the National Debts, the Revenues, the Civil Liſt, 
« Treaties, Trade, &c.) whereby, they declare 
er they have render'd the People of this Kingdom 
« bent Judges of their true Intereſts, than this 
or perhaps any other Feople have been for any 
N 
Would not any one eee with the De- 
bates and Writings of theſe Gentlemen, naturally be- 
lieve, that they were not only the moſt — 
mate, but the moſt generous and communicative 
Stateſmen; and that the People of England were 
under the higheſt Obligations to them for that in- 
n Syſtem of n ä they have 

many 
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many Tears propagated through the Nation? Yet 
as little acquainted as a meer practical Trader may 
be preſum'd to be, with ſuch important political 
Diſquiſitions, they mention, I would venture to 
undertake, to ſhew my Countrymen, that all their 
Labours upon theſe /Topicks have had no other 
Effect, than to puzzle, confound, and miſ- 
lead the Nation, with reſpect to our National 
Doebin, Revenues, . T; reaties, and Trade, &. 
WMith Regard to our Treaties, how. -highly you 
are indebted to them for their Lectures upon that 
Head, fully appears by their ſhameful and ſcan- 
dalous Miſrepreſentation of them in their celebrated 
Performance, called Politicks on both Sides, &c. 
where, to anſwer the Views of national Diſcontent 
and Sedition, the Affairs and Tranſactions of all 
Europe are egregiouſly perverted, in order to har- 
monize with that falſe, and even romantick Ac. 
count they have given you of Foreign Affairs. © 
How highly you are indebted to theſe Gentlemen 
for their extraordinary. Care and Concern, to give 
you the moſt juſt and authentick Account of our 
Treaties, permit me to recommend to your can» 
did Peruſal, a Pamphlet which gave me no little Sa- 
tisfaction upon that Head, called, The Original 
Series of Wiſdom and Policy, manife fied in a Review 
of our Foreign Negotiations and Tranſactions for ſeveral 
Years paſt, &c. Tho' this Performance has bore 
four Editions, yet our Patriots have not hitherto 
been able to anſwer it; and we may defy them 
ever to do ſo, to the Satiafation of any Man who 
will give his Underſtanding fair Play; and not ſuf- 
fer himſelf to be the Bubble and Laughing-ſt 
of a Knot of crafty and ill-intention'd Men, who 
Labours, Iam ſorry to ſay, have only been 3 
* to F Impoſition and Deceit. £39; 
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Nor are you under greater Obligations to theſe 
Gentlemen, for the extraordinary Knowledge they 
have diffus d over this Nation from time to time, 
upon the State of our Trade. For where have 
they ſhewed either their Skill or their Honeſty up- 
on this moſt uſeful and important Topick? 'So 
warp'd and ſtrain'd have all their Sentiments upon 
this Head been, with a Deſign to miſguide and 
delude, that he who grounds his Opinions on 
what they have ſaid on this Subject, can only have 
the moſt confus'd, crude and indigeſted Notions 
upon theſe Matters. What a contemptible Figure 
theſe Gentlemen lately made in their Diſſertations 
on the Balance of Trade, is freſh in every ones Me- 
mory. Tho? all who have reaſon'd juſtly and 
clearly upon theſe Affairs, have not been able to 
ſubftitute any other Characteriſticks whereby to 
ſhew the Increaſe of national Trade, than what 
have been often mentioned to ſhew the preſent 
State of our own; yet have not theſe Gentlemen ex- 
erted all their Talents at popular Declamation, to 
make thoſe Marks and Signs, which manifeſt the 
proſperous State of our national Frade, to be 
Signs only of our Poverty and Decay of Com- 
merce? 5 
When the greateſt Royal Fleet in the World 
can be readily mann'd, tis no Sign, with theſe 
Gentlemen, that Seamen increaſe, and that they do 
not periſh in long Voyages. When the Expence 
in Foreign Materials, requiſite for a large Navy, 
can be born without any Show of Weakneſs or De- 
cay; and when ſuch Outgoings are unfelt by a 
People, tis no evident Mark with our Patriots, 
that there are ſecret Springs by which the Expence 
is fed, and that there is Treaſure brought in more 
than to anſwer what is carried out, © © 
"3 bs E | With 
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Wich theſe Gentlemen, neither are our numerous 
Merchant Fleets, our powerful Navies, and our 

reat Magazines for military and naval Stores, 
Signs of a thriving People, and of themſelves real 
and ſubſtantial Wealth, tho* the moſt judicious 
have allowed them to be far more uſeful than any 
other Riches to this Nation. Our conſtant fading 
Stock of native Manufactures; our conſtant Stoc 
of foreign Commodities circulated through the 
World, as well as our own Country, by Briti/þ 
Traders and in Britiſh Bottoms; bur low Value of 
Money, and high Purchaſe of Lands ; our In- 
creaſe of Tillage and Agriculture, of live Cattle, 
and of our general Rental in Conſequence there» 
of; our yearly Increaſe of People; the Re- 
fort and Reſidence here of Foreigners, of every 
State and Country, on Account of the Lenity of 
our Government, and the Encouragement given to 
Trade in general: Theſe, I ſay, inſtead of being 
Signs that our Foreign Traffick has conveyed Spi- 
rits and Novriſhment into each Vein of the Body- 
Politick, are nought but Signs, with ſuch Politi- 
cians, of being in an unſound and conſumptive 
Condition. That our ſo many Years avoiding 
Foreign Wars, and having no expenſive Armies 


abroad, but ſpending the Bulk of the National 


Revenues among ourſelves, and really converti 
our National Expences into a National Stock are not 
only Signs, with theſe Gentlemen, of the greateſt 
Poverty and Diſtreſs, but of the worſt Manage- 


ment of the Publick Treaſure. | 
As theſe Gentlemen, in their Lectures on the 


State of the Nation with Regard to its Trade and 


Opulence, have laboured to ſhew you that what 


we daily ſee and experience are neither the Signs of 
our Nation being in a proſperous and powerful 


Condition, nor the natural Effects of thoſe Pub - 


3 lick 


. 
lick Meaſures, which have been ſo ſteddily purſu- 
ed ; may we not very reaſonably ask our Patriots 
' what are the Marks and Characteriſticks of a 
Country being in a flouriſhing Condition; and 
what other Meaſures than thoſe which have been 
{ Shy "bg would have put Great Britain into the 
State ſhe ar preſent is, and enabPd her to make 
the Figure in the World She at preſent does? So 
little of Policy as a meer Trader may be preſum'd 
to know, I could almoſt venture to take upon 
me to bid theſe Gen/lemen Defiance, to prove that 
any other Conduct than that the Houſe of Hanover 
has judg'd eligible, could have rais'd theſe King- 
doms to the Condition they now are in; or, to 
point out what other Marks of general Proſperity 
could have taken Place ſince the late Wars, con- 
ſidering the embroil'd State of Europe, than what 
this Nation preſents to our View. So far there- 
fore am I from entertaining an Opinion that the 
Writings of theſe Gentlemen have render'd the Peo- 
ple of this Kingdom, as they have confidently aſſert- 
ed, better Judges of their true Intereſt in Matters of 
Trade, than this, or perbaps any other People bave 
been in any Time paſt : So far am I from thinking 
this, that would any Gentleman of more Leiſure, 
extract the excellent Maxims · and Principles Which 
run through the Debates and Writings of theſe Poli- 
titians upon Matters of Trade, inſtead of meeting 
with any - uſeful Knowledge in em, they would 
only make the compleateſt Syſtem of political 
| Nonſenſe, Cavil, and Inconſiſtency that was ever 
broach'd in any Nation, or at any Time, to miſ- 
lead, perplex, and confound the People 
Nor have theſe Genilemen been leſs unfortunate 
in their learned Animadverſions on our National 
Debts, and Revenues, &c. notwithſtanding their 
extravagant Pretenſions of having appeared as 
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2 as elaborate upon theſe Subjects. By the 
f 


ittle Knowledge that one in my Situation may be 


ſuppoſed to have in thoſe Matters, I can't be per- 
ſuaded they have either talk'd or writ upon theſe 


Affairs like Men of Buſineſs; and much leſs do 1 


think they have manifeſted any honeſt Intention to 


ſer the People right in theſe complicated Concerns. 

Whenever they have thought fit to enter the 
Lifts upon theſe Topicks, every one muſt have 
obſerved the chief Aim of their Labours has al- 


ways been to perſuade you, that the general Con- 
duct of our Miniſtry has tended to augment our 


National Burthen and Incumbrances, rather than 
abate and diminiſh them. But they have never 
been able to make this appear to the Nation. -For, 
ſure no Man can be ſo weak and credulous, as to 


believe that the great Drift and Bent of the Mea- 


ſures of the Adminiſtration to keep this Nation 
out of the Broils of Europe, was not the moſt na- 
tural and effectual Way to pay off our Debts, and 


reduce our Taxes. If ſuch a Plan of Adminiſtra- 


tion had not a neceſſary Tendency to that End, may 
we not very reaſonably again aſk theſe Gentlemen, 


"What other Meaſures poſſibly could? What an In- 


ſult to your Underſtandings muſt it be, for theſe 
Gentlemen to impoſe that egregious Abſurdity up- 
on you, that warlike are leſs expenſive than paci- 
fick Meaſures; and that War, which was the 
Cauſe of our National Debts, is more likely to Set 
rid of them than Peace? 

If then ſuch Meaſures could 917 be calculated 
to bring the Nation out of Debt, our Patriots de- 
preciating the Credit and Authority of our Mi- 
niſtry on Account thereof, could only be, that 


they were afraid we ſhould have been too ſoon out 
of Debt, the Adminiſtration too popular, and 
ttheſe Worthies conſequently deprived of all Chance 
to bear Rule in theſe Kingdoms. Con- 
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22 
Conſiſtent with theſe wiſe and honourable Inten- 
tions in the Adminiſtration to leſſen our Debis and 
Taxes, our Miniſter was not only the Parent of the 
Sinking Fund for their - Redemption, but uſed his 
moſt indefatigable Efforts ſince to raiſe bat Fund 
to ſuch a Height, ſo early as in the Year 1727, 
that in about Twenty- nine Years afterwards it 
would not have leſt the Nation a ſingle Penny in 
Debt, had Europe ſo long continued in a State of 
Repoſe and Tranquillity; which not being the 
' Caſe, the Exigency of our Affairs required the 
Application of hat Fund to the current Service, 
to prevent the raiſing of new Taxes. * 
Still more and more to increaſe this Fund, in 
order the more expeditiouſly. to diſcharge our 
Debts, it is further obſervable, that no laudable 
Care has been wanting in the good Management of 
the Revenues, by the Prevention of all notorious 
Frauds therein practis'd; and this by the mildeſt 
Meaſures, no way ſavouring of arbitrary and il: 
legal Proceedings. And are not the Debts of 4 
© Country either to be paid off by well managing 
the - preſent Revenues, or by laying new Duties 
and Impoſitions? If the latter be more eligible 
than the former, why have our Patriots never 
propoſed it? Such Meaſures in the Adminiſtrati- 
on therefore could only tend to forward the 977 
ment of our Debts. ff £91 
By keeping us out of Wars like wiſe, does it 
not à ppear that our Revenues and Trade have been 
conſiderably augmented ſince the laſt War? With 
what Intention could ſuch Conduct be preferr'd, 
but to free us the ſooner from that Burthen our Mi- 
niſters have been ſhamefully-charg'd with increaſ- 
ing? Had not ſuch Reluctance been ſhewn to 
War-like Councils, would not our Gains have 
2 _ ſo exorbitant between the Exchange and the 
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Exchequer, WY we ſhould have had fewer Traders, 
our Trade leſs extenſive, our Revenues far lefs 
than they have been for theſe twenty Years paſt, 


the Nation drain'd of its Caſh, and other Nations 


run away with our Trade, and this for ever, perhaps, 
by their Neutrality ? Whether the happy Prevention 
of all theſe ill Conſequences to the Nation has 
not ſhewn the ſincereſt Intentions to put us into a 
Condition to leſſen our National Debts, let every 
Man of Candor and Impartiality judge. 

It appears then from the great Lines of 
publick Meaſures, that they all center in having 
at Heart the Redemption of our Debts. But, i 
on the other Hand, we tranſiently review the ay 
neral Behaviour of our Patriots, we ſhall find, 
that. the whole Tenor of their Couduct has been 


levelled at preventing the good Intentions of our 


KRedeemers ; and inſtead of acting in Concert with 
them to expedite that great Work, they have 
exerted- all their Power ro ncreaſc the Load of 
our Incumbrances. 5 
For, I appeal to the whole a of their Wri- 
tings, if our pacifick Forbearance, which has ſa- 
ved this Nation fo many Millions of Money, has 
not been the conſtant Odject of their malign Satire 
and Ridicule. Have not ſuch Principles been de- 
ſignedly ſpread through the Nation, to make us 
believe that the publick Meaſures were deſtructive 
of our national Trade and Credit, when the direct 
contrary is demonſtrable? For this is a plain 
Truth, not to be eclipſed by all the mean Arts 
of Cavil and Sophiſtry; that had our Miniſtry fol- 
lowed ſuch Councils as their Enemies have re- 
commended, inſtead of being ſo rich and power- 
ful a Kingdom, as to the whole World we now 
appear to be, by the Figure we make, we might 
have been an undone * For had our Town 


* 
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been ever ſo ſucceſsful, if we had engaged when 
our Patriots firft clamoured for. them, and before 
France and Spain had - weakened thetnſelves by 
their late Wars, and we ſtrengthned ourſelves by 
avoiding - them: Inſtead of being able to pay 
off ſo conſiderable a Part of our Debts as we 
have done, we muſt unavoidably have run many 
Millions more in Debt. Indeed our Patriots ſay, 
«© Had ten Tears ago ſpeedy and exemplary 
<< Juſtice been executed on the Spaniards, our 
<< Diſputes with that Nation might have been un- 
© known to us; for it could not be ſuppoſed,, 
that the King of Spain would have ſeriouſly con- 
* cern'd himſelf with the Intereſts of a few avowd 
Thieves at Porto Rico and the Havana; nor 
could France, in ſuch a Caſe, have interpoſed 
* with the leaſt Pretence of Juſtice. *** What a 
favourable Opinion do theſe Gentlemen entertain 
zow, of what France and Spain would have done 
Ten Years ago? when Ten Tears ago, thoſe very 
Gentlemen themſelves thundered in our Ears, the 
Baſeneſs and Perfidy'of France to England, as well 
2 the inſulting and tyrannical Temper of 


We will ſuppoſe. however we had engag'd Ten 
Years ago, as is the Eccho of our Coffee - Houſe- 
Politicians alſo; if what theſe very Gentlemen 
preach'd up of the Treachery of France to deſert the 
Hanover Allies is to be regarded, might not Warlike 
Councils at that Time, in their Conſequences, 

have united the Three great Catbolick Powers; and 
this when they were all in a better Condition to in- 
jure the Prote/tant Intereſt than they are at preſent? 
As our old- Ally the Emperor was then turned our 
Enemy, from an Ambition to raiſe a new Mari- 
time Power, upon a Deſtruction of the Commerce 
2 ©. Addreſs to the Elefiors, p. 39. 3 p 
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n Caſe F the Sinking Fund, p. 128. 
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of the Proteſtant-Intereſt, might not the Affairs of 
Europe, at this critical Conjuncture, have taken ſo 


fatal a Turn, as to have ſet all Chriſtendom in a Flame, 
had not the Councils of Great Britain then been 
1967500 wich the greateſt Delicacy and Modera- 
dion: 

Inſtead therefore of our engaging Ten Years 
ago, having a Tendency to put an End to our 
Differences with Spain, tis far more probable we 


might have been engag'd in a War from that Time 


to the preſent ; which muſt have ſo increaſed our 
National Debts, that we could never hope to ſee an 
End to them, tho? we ſhould to the War that oc 
caſioned them. 

Upon the whole therefore, it muſt appear to 


every Man, who gives any candid Attention to 


theſe Matters, that the Politicks of our Patriots 
have ever tended to increaſe the Load of our 


_ Debts and Taxes, but thoſe of Men in Power to 
leſſen both. 


That our Patriots might make you believe hey 
have been ſtrenuous Advocates for the Payment 
of our National Debts, they have affected a very 
publick-ſpirited Concern for the Application of 
the Sinking Fund to that Purpoſe. But, unfortu- 
nate Gentlemen, they have ſo greatly over-a&ted 
their. Part, - that it appears inſtead of their really 


being under any Concern for the inviolable Appli- 


cation of that ſacred Treaſure, as they have term'd 
it, to the Payment of our Debts, their Politicks 
have. not only been levelled at the abſolute De- 
ſtruction of the very Being of that Fund, when it 
was ſcarce brought to a Maturity, Ten Years ago, 


but are diametrically oppoſite to the Exiſtence of 


any ſuch Fund at all. For, as we have it from 


' their. own Mouths,* Thot hen aun * engaging in 4 


War, , 


=y 
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Mar, the | Revenues ariſing from Trade may be 

greatly leſſened, as to reduce the Sinking Fund to ita 
primitive Nothing; ſo theſe Gentlemen being ſo 
ſtrenuous to puſn the Adminiſtration into a War, 
ſhews that their Meaſures tend to our total Depri- 
vation of bat Fund, and conſequently to the poſt- 
poning of the Payment of our National Debts to 
a lang Day. . | 
In giving ſome little Attention for Self-fatiſ- 
fact ion to the late Controverſies on our Funds and 
Revenues,” I could not but obſerve, amidſt num- 
berleſs other Inconſiftencies of our Patriots, when 
it has ſuited a temporary Purpoſe, that they tell us 
the, Reduction of Intereſt, which firſt gave Being to 
the Sinking Fund, was taking away ſo much of the 
ending Money of the Nation; that the Diminution 
of Taxes ould have went: Hand: in Hand with the 
Reduction of. Intereft ; + that bringing our Irredeem- 
able Debts into a State of Redemption, in order to 
bring about the Reduction of Intereſt, was unneceſſa- 


7 7 that#berefore the Proprietors of the Irredeemables 


wrong in acquieſcing to the Alteration their Pro- 
perties then underwent ;* as likewiſe, that the In- 
corporation of the National Debt into the Three great 
Companies, was prejudicial to publick Credit. Theſe, 
with other -Sentiments of the like Tendency, 


which have occaſionally dropt from the Pens of 


theſe Gentlemen, in divers Parts of their Writings, 
to leſſen the Merit of thoſe to whom we are in- 
debted for bringing our Debts into a redeemable 


State, ſhew that our Patriot - Politicks ſtrike at 


the very Being of a Sinking Fund; and therefore is . 


it not a mere Farce for the ſame Perſons to pre- 
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in State of Publick Credit. Printed 1729. p. 82. 


state of the National Debt, printed for Frantlin, p. 59. 
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bend ſo tender n for the ſacred Appropria- 
tion of a Treaſure, it appears, they had rather 
never exiſted? For how could a general Fund to 
ſink our Debts ever have taken place at all, had 
not they been firſt put into a Redeemable State; 
and the Reduction of Intereſt taken place in con- 
ſequence thereof? Is it not impoſſible” that ſuch a 
Fund ſhould ever have had Being at all, if the Di- 
minution of our Taxes had went Hand in Hand 
with the Reduction of Intereſt? Sure theſe Cen- 
tlemen muſt entertain a moſt contemptible Opinion 
of the Underſtandings of their — if 
they can imagine ſuch Sentiments wilt convince 
them, that they ever had any ſincere Intentions 
to contribute to the Diſcharge. of our Debis and 
Taxen. On the contrary, does not all their P- 
triotiſm terminate in preventing thoſe honeſt En- 
deavours of our Miniſtry to leſſen them 
But to convince you of the Sincerity of our 
Patriots in exerting all their Abilities to reduce our 
Debts, they forget not to let you know in their 
Addreſs,“ that they ſupported the late Scheme for 
redueing Intereſt to 3 per Cent.; which they do 
with a View to give a Sanction to the Sereſion, by 
inſinuating, that becauſe the Scheme was 
by the Miniſtry, therefore they have had no In- 
tention to embrace every Occaſion of reducin 
our Debts. Hear their own Words: “ Nor m 
it be forgot, ſay they, that the Scheme of a 
<* worthy. Patriot, and ſtrongly ſupported, tho“ 
in vaih, by moſt of the Gemlemen who lately 


d fſeceded, for reducing Intereſt to 3 per Cont. was 


rejected by the Miniſtry at that Time, and per- 
' * haps will never be in our Power again.“ 


However worthy may be the Patriot who 
 Pofed this Scheme of ReduQtion, yet * Caen 


. * Adareſe to the Eleftors, &c. p. 36: 
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11 nn ſince, ſhews that: he thinks theſe 
very unworthy who have. /eceded, notwithſtandi 
the Merit they aſſume of ſupporting his favourite 
heme. ., But be the Intentions of that r 
2atriot in his Project ever ſo good to his Country. 
which I can no way diſpute, it does not theno 
follow that the Scheme was ſo. meritorious, 0 
that thoſe who ſupported it have any Merit for 
doing ſo. If the the Publick are indebted to any 
body, I cannot but think they are to thoſe who 
rejected, not to thoſe who ſupported it. This 
will appear withour * tedious D of 
Reaſoning, / | 
For however ſpeciouſiy i it mi ight be 
— this 3 per Cent. Scheme was e! for the 
mor y bei the National Debt, and taking off 
the — burthenſome of our Taxes, as was the Title 
of thoſe Reaſons for its Vindication ; yet nothing 
is more demanftrable, than that this 2 Was 
really calculated to retard and poſtpone. the Pay- 
ment of our National Debts, and conſequently to 
prolong the Continuance of our Taxes, the direct 
contrary of what was pretended; and therefore 
our Parliamentary Seceders can have no Pretence to 
juſtify their Conduct, becauſe this Scheme was not 
Patronia d by the Mini. 
That I have not condenan'd this 9 ral with- 
| out ſome little Examination into its Merits, may 
be no way improper to ſhew upon this Qccaſion, 
Gnce gur Patriots ſer ſuch s Value on themſelves 
for ſupporting it. 
The National Debt; at the Time this Scheme 
Was broach'd, was reckon'd at 48 Millions, the 5 
Whole we will ſuppoſe at an Average to carry an $ 
| Intereſt of 4 pen Cent, which amounts to 1,920, oo 
to which if the Sinking Fund of 1,200,900 be add · 
ed, iche Anauity wt 12 mart will be 
+ OLGEHSD | 3, 120,000, 
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3, 120, 00, which would pay off the Debt in ö 
little above 24 Lears 3. 
At the End of 14 Years 21,950,293 may be 
paid off, and the Debt redue'd to 26, o49, 70 
the Intereſt of which by that Time we will ſu 
So to be naturally reduc'd to 3 per Cent. if t 
alance of Trade continues advancing in our Fa- 
vour. The Intereſt of the remaining Debt at 3 
per Cent. will be 581,491, and gives a Sinking Fund 
of 2,338,509; for 781,491 being deducted from 
. 1 8835 3,120,000, ves __ above Sinking i. 
un 

If, on the other hand, we review the oropes'd 
Scheme, and likewiſe ſuppoſe the Debt 48 Millions 
as before, the Intereſt at 3 per Cent. will be 
1,440,000 3 which deducted from the Annuity of 

3,120,000 leaves 1,680,000 for the Sinking une 
0n/Me's pet Cone. Scheme. 3 

Suppoſe further, this Sinking Fund apply'd to 
the Debts not made irredeemable by the new 
Scheme, which were about 6, ooo, ooo, they 
would be diſcharg'd by the Sinking Fund of 
1, 680, ooo in leſs than thieeTears and an half. 
this Time therefore the Debt would have been re- 
duced to 42 Millions, the Intereſt whereof at 3 
per Cent. is 1, 260, ooo; which deducted from the 
Annuity of 3, 120, ooo as before, leaves a Sinking 
Fund of 1,860,000 applicable to the current Ser- 
vice; and which could not increaſe till after the 
Expiration of 14 Tears, agreeable to the new 
Project. 

Mt then the whole of the Sinking Fund do ap- 
ply'd to the Payment of the remaining Debt, it 
will be done in a little more than x7 Fears and an 
haif. Theſe 17 Tears and an half being added to 
the firſt 14 Years, the Time which Fart of the 
Debt was to have been pur into. a'State of Irre- 
290901. demption, 
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demption, wid 31 Years and an half, the Time 
wherein, according to this Scheme, the 1 887 
would have been paid off. 

But it having been before ſhewn, that without 
this new Variation in the'State of our Funds, the 
Debt might have been diſcharg'd in little more 
than 24 Years and a quarter, there is ſeven Years 
and a quarter Advantage in Point of Expedition 
in the Diſcharge of our Debts, in Favour of. the 
State our Funds are in, without undergoing that 
new Alteration. Whence it is demonſtrable the 
Supporters of this Scheme moſt ſhamefully im- 
pos*d: upon the Publick, when they told em that 
this Project was a more expeditious Way of get- 
ting rid of our Debts; for low Intereſt can only 
promote the quick Diſcharge of our Debts by in- 
creaſing the Sinking Fund, and retaining the ſame 
Annuity, and conſequently not diminiſhing Taxes. 
For if the fame Sinking Fund only be retain'd, and 
the Annuity on the whole leſſened by the Sum ari- 
ſing from the 1801 8 Rate of Intereſt, it is 
demonſtrable that the Debt muſt be longer in 2. 
ing off by a Sinking Fund at a lower Rate of In 
reſt than 1 it would have been at a higher. Whenee 
it is evident, that thoſe Gentlemen who tell us the 
Diminution of Taxes going Hand in Hand with 
the Reduction of Intereſt is the ſhorteſt Way to 

y off our Debts, reduce our Taxes, and pre- 
ſerve publick Credit, either do not underſtand 
what they talk about; or have the moſt evil In- 
tentions to perplex and confound, inſtead of en- 
lighten the Underſtandings of their Countrymen 
in Matters of this important Nature. 

And tho' I have heard all that has been urged in 
Fab of this Scheme, yet it would be very eaſy 
to ſhew like wiſe, was it not unneceſſary at this 
Fu of Day, that however 9 _ 


che Nature of the Debt when made redeemable hy 
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be the Intentions, of the: Projectors; yet thar this 


Scheme not only paſtpon'd the Payment of our 
Debts, but was highly detrimental to national 
Trade; carried neat aMillion and a half of: Mo- 
ney out of the Nation, was impracticable, and 


greatly injurious to publick Credit, But all I have 


in View at preſent is only to make it briefly appear 
to you, that our Patriots are not entitled to any 
Regard from their Country for having ſupported 
ſuch a Scheme; but thoſe who prevented its Suck 
ceſs have manifeſted the beſt Intentions to pay off 
our Debts; and ſhew'd ſuperior Knowledge in the 

Funds, Trade and Credit, to thoſe who 1 | 


xe&ted or ſupported this Scheme. 
 y | Notwithſtanding: theſe Patrigtslike Endedvqurs 
to prevent the regular Diſcharge of our Gs reps * 


Debts, agreeable to the preſent Conſtituti 

our Funds and Revenues ; and the unwearied Da- 
bours of the Enemies of our Miniſters to foret 
their Country ihto Wars to increaſe the Burthen 


of our Debts; yet under all thoſe Difficulties and 


Obſtacles at home, and the reſtleſs Attempts of 
our Enemies to diſturb us abroad ; yet & it not 


very extraordinary, that inſtead of our Debts be- 


ing increas'd, they have been conſiderably dimi- 


niſh'd ſince the — Miniſtry had the Manage- 
ment of qur Finances? For tho the nominal Ca-. 
pital has been: teduc'd from Chriſtmas © 1787 . 


Gbriſmas 1726. no more than 3, 0823 6 3212 


and from Cbriſ mas 1525 to :Cliriſtmas 1736 


540314260. 09 114 yet the Alteration made im 


Parliament, in conſequence of Which, Roducti- 
ons of Intereſt have followed, which otherwiſe 
could not have happened, nor the Happineſs of 4 
Sinking Hund been obtained: theſe Altefations, 1 
ſay, made in tliciNawre: of . — 6 
7. ts 
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bf the Nation is far ſuperior in Point of Wealth 
and Power to what either our Enemies at home ot 
abroad deſtre. For as theſe Reduttions of Inte- 
reſt are leſſening the Burthen of our Debts; fo 

they are in effect Jeſſening the Debt itfelf. For 
we compute Inteteſt at 4 per Cent. every 1 per Cem. 
reduced is equal to a Reduction of 25 per Cent. in 
the Capital. So that from the Variation our Funds 
have „ the Skill of our Miniſtry in 
- Afan and National Cradit; from theit᷑ ge- 
neral Conduct hitherto in keeping above Seven 
Eiphrhs of the Money rais'd for the current Ser- 
ves within oufſelves, the Weight of pur Debts 1s 

certainly thereby become very light and eaſy : but 
had Patriot Meaſures taken place in their room, 
inſteal' of our being in a better Condition to en- 
gage in a War than any other Nation in Europe, 
we might by this time have not dared to have 
Mewn our Head, even to Spain alone, much lefs 
have been in a Capacity to bid Defiance to the 
united Power of both France and Spain; and this 
without any other Allies than thoſe of our own 


: 


Hur, and our own Treaſure. . 
Was I to enter into all the little Arts of Miſre- 
Preſentation with regard to the State of our Debts, 
and the Application of thoſe Funds appropriated 
for the Payment of their Intereſt, &c. that have 
been e to diſcredit the Adminiſtration, by 
not only repreſenting us in a beggarly and con- 
temptible Condition in general, but by inſinuating 
that the Mone)s appropriated by Parliament were 
not duly apply'd to their proper Uſes: Was I to 
enter minutely into theſe Things, the Enemies of 
our Minifry would make but a very deſpicable Fi- 
gure in the Eye of the Publick. But theſe Mat- 
ters are too tedious for general Peruſal, after ha- 
yang ſpun this Enquiry to the Length I uw 
2 N f | : al 
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I ſhall only therefore obſerve at preſent, that had 
theſe Gentlemen the Application of the Sinking 
Fund to the Payment of our Debts. ſo much at 
heart as they have pretended, / they would not on- 
ly have avoided- diſtreſſing: an - Adminiſtration, 
who appear ſo ſteddily to have purſued the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of the Nation, but would have 
propoſed all reaſonable Meaſures for the Improve- 
ment of the Ræue nue, in order to add to that Fund; 
or would have propoſed the raiſing ſuch Money 
as publick Exigency made abſolutely neceſſary, 
by increaſing the Publick Debts by farther Loans up- 
on Intereſt provided for by new Duties, rather than.to 
force the Adminiſtration. to ſupply the ſame Sums from 
the Sinking Fund. For this is a certain Truth, as 
was formerly obſerved by a Gentleman very well 
ſkill'd in thoſe Affairs, That if the Government, 
by the Addition of a ne Debt for the publick 
Service, pay /imple Intereſt for it only; and by 
ſupplying it from the Sinking Fund loſe the Benefit 
of compound Intereſt. for the ſame Sums, it can- 
not be long doubted, which: of theſe Methods of 
ſupplying our Neceſſities is leaſt expenſive to the 
Publick, or will longeſt delay the Payment of 
our Debts : But theſe Gentlemen have never done 
any thing for the Benefit of hat Fund, for which 
they have affected ſo extraordinary a Zeal. .. . 
Were our Patriots actuated by an honeſt Deſire 
to explain and render intelligible thoſe Things which 
are ſo, myſterions to the Generality, and yet of ſo 
much Importance to the publick Welfare, they. 
would never have publiſh*d their late Enquiry. into 
the Conduct of our domeſiick Affairs. For that Ex- 
quiry has been demonſtrated to be the moſt ſcanda - 
lous and ſhameful Miſrepreſentation of the true 
State of our Funds, and their Application; * done 
| | only. | 
* Some Conf derations concerning the Publick Funds, the Pub- 
lick Revenues, and the annual Supplies, &c. Printed 1735. 
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only to propagate groundleſs Jealouſies =o Ap- 
prehenſions thro* the Kingdom, and to induce fo- 
reign Nations, who can be ſuppos'd to have 
little Idea of thoſe Matters, when ſo few of our 
Countrymen are thoroughly ' acquainted with 
them, to | conceive too deſpicable an Opinion 
of our Wealth and our Power, till they have 
obliged us now to make them appear to the whole 
World. : For however greatly foreign Nations, 
as well as our own Countrymen, may have been 
impos'd upon with reſpect to the true State of 
this Nation; yet it is apparent from this ſlight. 
Survey of our Meaſures, that they have put us 
into a better Condition to engage in a vigorous 
War, than that of any other Nation in Europe. 

As the Landed Intereſt have received ſo conſi- 
derable an Eaſement for theſe Twenty Years paſt, 
they are in a Condition now to contribute their 
Proportion towards the Support of a vigorous 
War. We have every Sign likewiſe, that the 
Trading Intereſt in general is very conſiderably ad- 
vanc'd fince the late Wars. For tho' ſome pecu- 
liar Branches of our T rade may not have increa- 
ſed in Proportion as the Manufacturers and Tra- 
ders therein have done, not only by reaſon of Ri- 
val-Nations therein, but from, what I am equally 
concern'd to mention, a ſhameful Degeneracy in 
our Manufacturers from the ancient Standard and 
Delicacy of ſome of our Commodities; Complaints 
of which, it is well known to the Mercantile World, 
come too often from our foreign Correſpondents : 
Tho' from theſe Cauſes ſome Branches may have 
ſuffered, yet our Increaſe of other new Branches 
have certainly very well compenſated for theſe 
Injuries we have brought upon ourſelves, 
| "And tho? from the Increaſe of People in our 
- own Country, and Increaſe of Traders in conſe- 
94 G gquence 
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quence thereof; tho* many Nations not only ſup 
ly themſelves with what we furniſh'd them, but 
_ endeavour'd to rival us; yet as People in 
Europe, and indeed in the whole World increaſe, 
and will do perhaps while there is any uninhabited 
Territory left; the Increaſe of Traders at home, 
and Rivals abroad, is no Argument of the Decay 
of our national Trade in particular. Nay, as a 
comprehenſive View of the State of the Nation, 
with reſpect to its Commerce and Navigation, too 
large a Field to enter into fully in a Work of this 
Kind, affords us every Symptom of- the general 
facreale of our Trade and national Wealth; ſo 
the whole Trading Intereſt of Great Britain is now 
in a better Condition to contribute their Propor- 
tion for the Support of a War, than they were 
in any other Point of Time whatever. 

And tho? the Money'd Intereſt reap'd very great 
Advantages from the late Wars, and thereby hurt 
National Trade by contracting the Riches of the 
Nation into too narrow a Compaſs; yet ſo happi- 
ly have our Affairs been manag' d under the pre- 
ſent Royal Family, that the Gains of this Part of 
the Community have not only been very moderate 
of late Vears, (whereby more Money has been 
thrown into Trade) but they have by the Reducti- 
ons of Intereſt refunded no inconſiderable Part of 
their former Acquiſitions for the general Support 
of the State. As therefore this Part of the King- 
dom were, at the Expence of the Landed and Tra- 
ding Intereſts, the chief Gainers by the laſt Wars; 
ſo late Meaſures have advanc'd the Intereſt of 
Trade and Land at the Expence, in a great mea- 
ſure, of the Money'd Intereſt : which ſhews how 
wiſely publick M — have been accommodated 

to the general Welfare of the Nation, and the 
better to put the ä into a Capacity W 


„ . 
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to ſupport the Honour and Intereſt of the Nations 
when our Neighbours aim at checking our grow* 
ing Proſperity. ' Ot . . 

From this ſhort Review of the paſt Conduct of 
our Miniſters, and from that of thoſe Gentlemen 
who have ſo many Years oppos'd them, which I 
wiſh had been undertaken by ſomebody of far 
more Leiſure and Ability, it appears that the ma- 
levolent, reſtleſs and diſcontented Spirit rais*'d by 
our. Patriots in theſe Kingdoms, has proceeded 
from quite other Cauſes than thoſe. of a generous 
Concern for the Well-being and Proſperity of 
their Country. ene ze ret rn 

That we have not long before this Time re- 
veng*d ourſelves upon the Spamards, is not for 
want of Strength and Power ; nor certainly for 
Want of Ability in our Miniſters, as happily to 
conduct our Affairs in a State of War, as in that 


of Peace, as alſo to ſupport and ſecure themſelves, . 


as well in the one Scene as the other : No, it is 
apparent their Motives for that Forbearance, for 
which they have been ſo infamouſly ſcourg*d and 
vilify*d, have only proceeded from a better Know- . 
ledge of the true Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms than 
their Enemies appear to have. fp 46 yore 
Have we then been the Dupes and Bubbles of 
Europe? Were we the Bubbles of France when 
we drew them into the Hanover Alliance, to ſpend 
Millions for the Preſervation of Gibraltar to the 
Crown of Great Britain, and for the Abolition of 
the Oftend Company? Was it impolitick in the 
Proteſtant Intereſt to make the Weight of a Cathe- 
lick Power ſabſervient to the Preſervation of their 
Trade and moſt valuable Poſſeſſions? Has Spain 
hurt England, or themſelves, by their extrava- 
wr Expence to ſet up a Neopolitan Prince? . 

hoever knows any thing of the Senſe of the 

bn th "bp G 2 Spaniards, 
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| Spaniards,. and the preſent State of 01 Spain, 


knows the direct contrary. Wherein does it con- 
cern the Balance of Power, the Proteſtant Intereſt, 
or the Britiſ Commerce, whether. Don Carlos, or 
his Imperial Majeſty, be Sovereign of Naples and 
Sicily? Nay, as the new King may ſoon become 
quite independent of the Spani/ſb 8 and 
whoſe Security will in a great meaſure depend on 
the Maritime Power of England, is he not likely 
to give greater Encouragement to the Commerce 
and Navigation of Britain, than his in Ma- 
Jeſty.was ever likely to do? 

From the Intrigues of Spain in Traly e 
we haye been ſo far Gainers, as they have tended 


to weaken Old Hain, and give us a View of en- 


larging our Commerce in the Neopolitan Territories, 
And what Loſers are we likely to be by our pre- 
ſent Diſputes with that Crown, on account of the 
Dominion they uſurp to themſelves in the Ameri- 
can Seas? Inſtead of our being the Bubbles of 
Spain, it requires no great Foreſight to foretel, 
that from the Weakneſs of her Councils in the 
Lengths that Crown has hitherto gone with Great 
Britain, ſhe will at laſt become the Bubble of all 
Europe. For is not Spaniſh Politicks more likely. 
to bring all the Maritime Powers upon her Back, 
than to make any of them her true Friends, un- 
leſs ſuch in Conjunction with her are aiming at 
that Dominion in America, or a Dominion over 
Great Britain in general? 

If France have amuſed Spain with a Dependance 
upon her Arms againſt Great Britain, perhaps it 
was only to try the Reſolution and Steddineſs of 
our Adminiſtration, and whether we were in the true 
Senſe of the Kingdom, ſuch a diſtreſs'd and bank- 
rupt Nation, as the Enemies of our Mini/t 
would have the World believe. But France = 


* 
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. Spain too now experience, to their no little Con- 
cern, that we have thoſe at the Head of our Af- 
fairs, who have rais'd the Power of Great Bri- 
tuin to a Degree far beyond their Expectations; 
and that the great Council of the Nation have 
ſuppreſsd Faction, and ſupported the Miniſtry 
only from the Uprightneſs of their Meaſures. 
All Europe is now convinc'd of the true Spirit of 
our Patriots; that they have been influenc'd by 
Views no way tending to the true Proſperity and 
Glory of their Country; and that they have en- 
deavour'd to deceive the whole World, as much 
as their Countrymen at home. But publick Mea- 
ſures, if but impartially and candidly regarded, 
will ſpeak for themſelves ; their own Merit, with 
Men of Obſervation, will ſupport themſelves ; 
they require. no ſcribbling for that purpoſe, if 
People will but ſhew a diſpaſſionate, impartial 
and diſintereſted Diſpoſition. 7 
: Inſtead therefore of its being a Badge of. Re- 
proach and Diſcredit to any Engliſiman, on ac- 
count of his having contributed to the Support of 
an Adminiſtration, that has ſo faithfully and wiſely 
ſupported the true. Intereſt - and Glory of our 
Country; I cannot but think, and this from the 
ſincereſt Conviction, that it is the greateſt Ho- 
nour to ſuch Gentlemen, and Poſterity will aſſu- | 
redly think ſo. +497 4! | 
If any one indeed has either ſupported or con- 4 
demned publick Meaſures for the mere fake of a 
Reward, or for Want of one, and not from a 1 
Conviction of their Rectitude, or otherwiſe; ſuch | 
a one, be he whom he will, may be a. Self-chri- 
ſten d-Pairict, but ſhall never have that ſacred 
Character from me. n * | 
If Men, who have it in their Power, will not 
ſupport upright Councils without being paid for 
n Ic, 


. 
— 
. * 
- 4 — * 
t — 
bo: 


A&P” 
Ho 


, — 


2 , a N , : 
. z > . ; ” 
{0 « 9 . a \ x 
, l * 
* * 
2 5 g 46 


it; ſuch are as little deſerving of Reverence 4 


Eſteem from their Cauntrymen, as thoſe who will 
publickly condemn Meaſures, they in tele Toure 


approve, for want of being paid. 
And however conſtantly it has been mung in our 
Ears, that the preſent is a corrupt Adminiſtration, 


and that all who have acted in Concert therewith 
are corrupt Tools of Power, who would vote 
away the Trade and Liberties of their Country © 


for Places and Penſions ; yet how does it appear, 
that the Adminiſtration, and its Supporters, are de- 
ſerving of this Treatment from any of their 
Countrymen ? Is it becauſe. this Nation has been 


kept ſo many Years out of European Wars'? Is it 


becauſe we have ſpent but Twenty-eight Millions of 
Money in twelve Years by keeping out of War, 


when the Ten Years of the laſt War we ſpent For- 


ty-eight Millions five hundred and thirteen * rhoufand 


ſeven hundred and ſeventy-three- Pounds? Are the 


Miniſiry, and the Gentlemen who have ſupported 
them, to be blacken'd and vilified, becauſe ſo 
little of the Money rais'd theſe Twenty Years has 
been ſpent out of the Nation, and ſo much upon 
railing of our Royal Fleet, which is able to pro- 


tect our Trade againſt any Power who ſhall dare 


to injure it? Is a ſtrong Navy any way conſiſtent 


with a corrupt Miniſtry and Parliament? Is it not 


a Matter the Houſe of Commons are well vers'd in 


and us'd to; the Charges of it fully known, 


and eaſily ſtated; where there is no inſerting dark 


and deceitful Articles, whereby to ſcreen any cor- 
rupt Embezzlement of the publick Money? Does 


the Oeconomy which a great Fleet admits of, 


conſiſt well with a vicious Court, and a corrupt 
Adminiſtration? Is the national Frugality, which - 
this has introduc'd, a fruitful Field for ſuch as 


mean to grow rich apace, whatever it coſt the 
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Nation? Is the ſaving the Laiided Hitereſt near 
Eight hundred thouſand Pounds a Year for ſo many 
Years together, a Sign of a corrupt Miniſtry and 
Parliament? When Land continues too long ung 
der high Taxes, does it not bring ſuch Poverty . 5 
upon the Gensry, as muſt hinder the Poor from be- 1 
ing employed, hurt Conſumption: of our Home- * 
Produce, and interrupt our foreign Fraffick? Is 8 
the Prevention of ſuch Evils a Sign of a corrupt 5 
Ministry and Parliament ? WR or 
| Daws the hitherto Prevention of the Diminu- 
tion of our Revenues on Trade by Peace, ſhew 
that che true Intereſt of our Commerce and Navi- 
gation have been neglected? Do the many Milli- 
Ons which appear — to be ſa ved to the Trading 
Part of this Kingdom, ſhew that the real Proſpe - 
rity of this Nation has been BiſrcFarded by Three 
* Meceeding Parliaments? 
Does the raiſing of a Sinking Fund of a Million 
f " two hundred thouſand Pounds per Ann. and prefer- 
3* © 8 peaceful. to warlike Councils, in order to pre- 
- ferye: the Being of that Fund, ſhew the preſent 
\ \ Adminiſtration harg had no Intention to beduee out 
- Debts and Taxes? Does the Rejection of the late " v4 
3 per Cent. Scheme, ſhew that our Repreſentatives | 
baye not always been diſpos'd to leſſen our Incum- 
drances? Where then are the Signs of a corrupt 
| Ain, and a corrupt Parliament? But perhaps 
it may be, becauſe our Hleeis and the Hanover-Alli- | 
©. ance diſſolv'd the injurious Conjunction of Spain 
- and the Emperor without fighting? Or is it be- 
cCauſe our Navy is rais'd to ſuch a Pitch, as that | | 
-even our pacifick Fleets'and/Spithead Expeditions, 
aàs they have been facetiouſly call'd, have preſerv'd 
— rade and Poſſeſſions, without the ill Conſe _ 
| 1 N of even the moſt ſucceſsful War? If theſe. ü 
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ate not Signs of a corrupt Miniſtry; I ſuppoſe it 


may be perhaps, becauſe we have ſuffered our 


Neighbour- Nations to be engag' d in expenſive 
Wars, while we have kept out of them, and in- 
creas'd our Trade by a Neuiraliiy? 

Should you not believe, after all, that England 
has of late been govern*d by a corrupt Miniſtry 


and corrupt. Parliaments, our Patriots will prove 
it by a very ſhort Argument; for, according to 


them, that Parliament is corrupt, which has pre- 
vented the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, aim'd 
at by repealing the Riot Act, and propoſing the 
ever-memorable Military Scheme and the Place- Bill, 
to reduce a King of England below a Venetian 
e, and to render the Service of the Crown and 


the People inconſiſtent. 


Is it a Sign of a corrupt Miniſtry and Partia- 
ment, that they have ſuffered themſelves ſo many 
Years to be abuſed and calumniated by the moſt 


impudent and ſcurrilous Drudges of 


rather than to throw in the Weight of their Power 
to cruſh the Herd. of little pitiful Revilers; leſt 


by doing themſelves common Juſtice, they ſhould. 
do the leaſt Injury to che * of their Coun- 
res. 


But Iam a afraid this Roar of a corrupt Miniſtry, 


and a corrupt Parliament, is to gloſs over and 


conceal from the vulgar Eye, ſuch a Scene of cor- 
rupt Patriotiſm, as was never practis'd in any Na- 
tion, or at any Time. And if ever a Britiſh Spirit 
ariſes in a Britif Parliament; falſe Accuſers, De. 
famers, and Miſrepreſenters of publick Affairs, 
will, one time or other, be liable to the ſame juſt 


| Condemnation and Puniſhment that, 4 hope, all 
really corrupt and wicked Miniſters may meet 
1 For Miniſters in 1 1 Who 


are 
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_ expect, than pf he doch Tek SE 
Power, the Höneſteſt and ableſt 2 in the State 
will be frighten'd from undertaking the Admihi- 
tration of our Affairs; from whence muſt follow 
ſuch Negligence, . Diftra&ion and Weakneſs inthe 
Malags ent of publick Buſineſs, as miſt ſoon 
render us the Reproach, Contempt, and Dupes'of 
the whole World: For it may not be tha Happi- 

- neſs of every able and ho Minifter, fo bravely 
to ſupport himſelf againſt ſuch an impetuous To- 
rent of . Oppoſition as the preſent has mer with; 
and therefore the beſt of Miniſters, at this rate, 

may be facrific'd by the worſt of Men. 

I cannot but chink therefore, that the too great 
Prevalence of late Yeats of that partial Spurl 
which too many of my pk” men have ſhewn, 

in Favour of Wririn s and Meaſures pf thoſe 
in the Oppoſition, and the Diſregard and Inatten- 
tion ſhewn to every Thing, and every Perſon in- 
diſctiminately, that has appeared to ſet the Con- 
duct of the Government in a juſt Light, may be 
attended in time with the Loſs of our Liberties. 
For, as has been juſtly obſerved, When Mi- 
«© #ifters honeſtly ſubmit their Conduct to publick 

Examination, lay aſide all Authority, and j Join 
< Iſſue at Argument, are they not entitled, as 

8 1 Bagh a fair Hearing ? Will not Mi- 
niſters ſa very juſtly too, Since the Peo- 
I. will bernd nn for us, wi have 8 
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